
March 3, 2023

Dear Freeport Area Middle and High School Families,

Springtime arrives very soon! Here are some updates from our schools for March:

Sixth Grade Recycling Project
Sixth-grade students in Mr. Gaillot’s science class
participated in a recycling/STEM project.  Students
researched the various buildings, bridges, stadiums, and
structures in the City of Pittsburgh.They then worked
collaboratively in class and during their free time to
recreate the City of Pittsburgh out of recycled materials.

FAMS Care Club Raises Funds for the American
Heart Association
Thank you to all the students and staff at Freeport Area
Middle School that purchased a heart lollipop during Care
Club’s Buy a Heart Save a Heart project.  There was a total
of $210 raised by FAMS.  When making our donation, it was
tripled by local donors and corporations to $630!

School Resource Officer Day Celebration
FAHS and FAMS are thankful for our School Police Officers
(SPO): Dan Kline, Todd Veselicky, and Steve McKillop.  They
protect our schools every day, but they also make it a point to
take part in team safety meetings, assist with running drills, and
most importantly interact with the student body on a daily basis.
Thanks for all you do!



National School Counseling Week Celebration
FAHS and FAMS students and staff are well supported by
our school counselors: Nina Fulton, Ed Hanna, and Danika
Durand.  We are also fortunate to have our Licensed
Professional Counselors (LPC): Jennie Youell and Alison
Dorogi.  We thank them for their contributions during our
MTSS and FACT meetings, meeting with students
one-on-one, running small groups that focus on
socialization, emotional needs, and academics to make sure
that students feel connected.  Our secondary team works effortlessly in helping students achieve
school success and plan for their futures.  We thank them for Helping Students Dream Big, the
theme of this year’s week.

HS English Field Trip!
Students in Ms. Van Cott’s Honors English 11 and
Mrs. Boring’s A.P. English and Honors 10 classes
went to Pittsburgh Public Theater to see A
Midsummer Night’s Dream in Harlem. The
production featured African American rhythms,
dance and costumes–and featured a quote from a
Langston Hughes poem.

FAMS Cyber Crimes and Offenses Presentations
Ms. Durand, FAMS School Counselor and Chris Monaco,
Butler County Probation Officer teamed up to present and
raise awareness on cyber crimes and offenses to our
middle-school students.  As a growing number of our
student body has cell phones and social media, raising
awareness and talking about safety was well-received.  A
thank you goes out to three high-school seniors, Reese
Skiba, Amber Shirey, and Grace Seita, for coming to the
Middle School to share their experiences with social media
and the negative effects if it is not used properly.



FAMS Spring Fling Dance
FAMS StuCo will be hosting a Spring
Fling Dance on Friday, March 17, 2023.
The dance will be from 6:00-8:00 pm,
and admission will be $5 at door 1.  Doors will close at 6:20 with no late admissions permitted.
The theme for the dance is 70s and 80s attire, but that is optional.  There will be a DJ and a
concession stand, so please have small bills to purchase drinks, snacks, and pizza.  Dismissal will
begin at 7:45pm with 6th graders to door 16 and 7th and 8th graders to door 1.  The dance is only
open to Freeport Middle School students.

7th Grade Science Lab
In Mr. Joe Phillips's 7th grade science class, students spent
several weeks learning about sound and light waves.  As a
culminating activity, Mr. Phillips, with the help of Mr. Tim
Lucas, had the students dissect cow eyes!  The cow eye is very
similar to a human eye; it is just larger making it easier to
dissect. Students  used scissors to remove the fatty tissue.  With
a scalpel, Mr. Phillips and Mr. Lucas assisted students by
cutting the eye in half allowing the students to examine the
internal features of the eye. Students were engaged and
astonished by their self-discovery.

Art Student Displays @ AVH
The art students will be displaying their work during the month of March at Allegheny Valley
Hospital!

FAMS StuCo Selling Egg-Grams
FAMS StuCo members will be selling Egg-Grams the week of March 6-10 during all student
lunches.  The Egg-Grams will be sold for $2 each and can be sent to friends or even yourself!
The plastic eggs will be assembled by STuCo members and delivered before Easter break on
Thursday, April 6.  The eggs will be filled with all kinds of goodies including surprises from the
teachers!



French Classes
On February 21st, French students celebrated Mardi
Gras by making Mardi Gras masks and enjoying King
Cake.

French club officers and members are inviting all
French students at FHS to attend a French dinner on
March 16th from 5:30 to 7pm in the high school
cafeteria. Invitations were given to students, but can
also be accessed through this link. The invitation has all
of the information on it, including the “cost”, which is
just bringing one item based on student French levels.
Please RSVP using the QR code on the invitation by March 10th.

Starting March 1st, students in Mrs.
Chounet’s French classes will begin their
month-long Manie musicale competition.
This competition is based on the NCAA’s
March Madness basketball tournament, but
instead of basketball, features 16 French
songs. Students spent all of February listening
to these songs and learning the words to them,
then filled out their prediction bracket. This is
a world-wide competition, started by two
French teachers in Maine. This year, over
4,000 teachers in over 20 countries are
participating, and the competition grows
every year!

HS Mathletes
The Mathletes competed at the WEDIG Math Competition at Penn
State New Kensington on Friday, February 24th.  Kaleb Bodily was
awarded MVP of the team and James Hower and Luke Hassler were
awarded the Excellence Award. Overall the team did a great job!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vRvzvv5d0L9MGJVH6cEoEvYnxrHV87GLzwfmF2P7rzQsQ4BDVy0EThwmljcjptQh3oHKYpVBjMfNiQF/pub


Music News
Congratulations to these five students who participated
in the PMEA District 3 Honors Band Festival at
DuBois Area HS (Sarah Altman, James Hower, Ella
Eyler, Nicholas Parenti & Emily Hietsch)! These
students qualified for this two day festival where they
rehearsed with a highly esteemed guest conductor, Col.
Daniel Toven, Commander and Conductor of the West
Point Band! After two days of rehearsal, the festival
concluded with a wonderful concert performance!
Sarah, James, Ella and Nicholas all qualified for
PMEA Region 2 Honors Band hosted at Marion Center High School in March!

Congratulations to these 12 students
who participated in the PMEA District
3 Honors Jazz Band Festival at
Freeport Area MS! These students
auditioned and qualified for this one
day festival where they rehearsed with
three wonderful guest conductors one
of which is Freeport's very own Mr.
Harris!

Middle School Algebra Project
Students in Mrs. Fello’s Algebra classes went on a treasure
hunt to solve systems of inequalities and equations.  Using a
map of the school, students created inequalities and equations
to “hide’ a treasure.  Another student then followed the
mathematical clues to see if they could locate the treasure
hidden in the school.



Careers in STEM
Students in Mrs. Zboran’s Information Science
and Java Programming class attended
“Discovering Careers in STEM” at the
University of Pittsburgh on February 21st.
Students worked with CGI, a computer
consulting firm to solve real world problems
with collaboration, brainstorming sessions and
final presentations.

Freeport Mock Trial Competition

Freeport Mock Trial Team Competed at Butler County
Courthouse earlier this month. Freeport did a great job
competing both nights of the competition, with our Plaintiff
side defeating New Castle High School and our Defense just
coming up short against Butler High School. Congratulations
to Maddi Burnheimer and Abby Jack for being recognized as
Best Attorney and Nick Parenti and Sarah Altman for being
recognized as Best Witness. A special thank you to Mr. Jamey
Belin and Mr. Bobby Marion, from Charlton Law Firm, for
assisting our Mock Trial Team this year!

Rise & Shine is a morning small group designed for 6th-8th grade students. The purpose of this
group is to provide students with an extra opportunity to get organized, socialize with peers, and
receive some extra motivational support to get their day started. This group meets every Monday
& Wednesday morning from 7:20-7:40am in room 325, during homeroom. Monday’s theme is
centered around motivation, and Wednesday’s theme is goal setting. If you are interested in
having your child participate in the Rise & Shine group, please email our school counselor, Miss
Durand, at danikad@freeport.k12.pa.us.

mailto:danikad@freeport.k12.pa.us


Creative Writing

Four seniors in Mrs. Boring’s Creative Writing II class
self-published a collection of original short stories. Each student
wrote a story that incorporated a recipe into the plot, and genres
ranged from action to mystery.  Luke Glogowski, Connor Knox,
Makayla Schreckengost, and Phoebe Waldenville worked on
this project for two weeks and did a fantastic job writing the
stories and designing their individual books.

Key Club

The Key Club held a 12-hour Awakathon last weekend.
Approximately 70 students signed up to spend the night
staying awake and having fun.  Students played games
in the gym, board games and Family Feud in the
cafeteria.  They made blankets, craft kits for “Caitlin

Smiles” for children in the hospitals and colored pictures to send to soldiers and first responders.
Some of the members sang and danced in the cafeteria.  The object of the evening was to raise
money for two families, Chief McIntire’s family and the Liti Family.  A total of $1,372 was
collected, so each family will receive $686.00!!  We also collective over 400 items for Havin in
Kittanning and The Hope Center in Tarentum.  Lots of
food, snacks and drinks were available throughout the
evening. Thank you to all the students who attended
and the families and friends who supported them with
donations.  Also, thank you to the chaperones Mr.
Walters, Dr. Shipman, Mr. Ritter, Mr. Wyant, Officer
Veselicky, and Mrs. Mazurowski.

Congratulations to Nicholas Parenti for being elected
Lieutenant Governor for our Division of Key Club.
Nicholas was elected Sunday and will be holding the
office for the next year.  He will work with PA Key
Club to keep the lines of communication open and assist with many activities.  We are proud to
have a member of our Key Club representing us! Congratulations Nick!



AP Calculus Saturday Study Session

The AP Calculus students of Freeport Area and
Kiski Area High Schools met once again for a
Saturday Study Session to review the concepts of
Derivative function relationships, Basic
Integration, calculating Riemann Sums, and
important theorems of Calculus at Freeport High
School.  An additional study session is in the
works for April, a few weeks before the AP
Exam on May 8th.  AP Calculus teachers Mrs.
Bauer (Freeport) and Mrs. Schaeffer (Kiski)
have thoroughly
enjoyed the study

sessions, and are grateful for the opportunity to host them.

DECA

Twenty members of DECA attended the DECA State Career and
Development Conference February 22-24 at Hershey Lodge with
over 2600 students participating. The students competed in various
events, they attended workshops and had the opportunity to visit
Chocolate World and the Hershey Outlets. Anne Lindsay took 4th
place in the Entrepreneurship Individual Event. She will have the
opportunity to compete at Orlando, FL at the National Conference
in April.

PJAS

High School and Middle School Students attended the
Pennsylvania Junior Academy  of Science Region 9 competition
held at Slippery Rock University. In all, 8 students from grades 7-12 participated with
overwhelming success.   Listed below are the students who participated along with the awards
they won.
Alex Claditis: 1st Place (PERFECT SCORE!), Outstanding Engineering Project $100 Award
Eli Magness: 1st Place
Marcy Mattivi: 1st Place, Microbiology Region Director's Award - $30 Staples Gift Card
Scarlett Sather: 1st Place, Botany Region Director’s Award - $30 Staples Gift Card
Jake Franks: 1st Place
JJ Nicolls: 1st Place
Audrey Gregori: 1st Place
Elise Whitlinger: 1st Place 1st Place (PERFECT SCORE!), Nicholas Award for Outstanding Zoology Project $100 Award



Senior High Parking Spots

There are no remaining student parking spots available for purchase this school year.   You can
email koedel@freeport.k12.pa.us to be put on a waiting list.

HS Jackets Nest: Donations Accepted

Click Here for a list of items we need for the Senior High School and
the Jackets Nest.  Anything would be helpful. When you do donate
from the list, the items are shipped straight to the High School. A new
round of donations of clothes and other items have come in and are
ready for Spring. Please make sure your student is aware of the Jackets
Nest and how helpful it can be for them throughout the school day.
They can stop by to see Mrs. Koedel, Mrs. Jones, or Mrs. O’Shell
office for a key and get whatever they need.

This month's secondary theme is
'Cooperation and Teamwork'. Teachers
and staff will be working with students

on the importance of being able to
accomplish a specific task as a team.

Students will be provided with the
opportunity to work with other students

in team building activities. We
encourage you to discuss with your

child the importance of working
cooperatively!

GO, JACKETS!
Your Principals, Faculty, &, Staff

mailto:koedel@freeport.k12.pa.us
https://a.co/0sU4G32

